
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Media Release         OCTOBER 2020 
 

WCA CHANGE THE GUARD OF LEADERSHIP  
 
Wine Communicators of Australia (WCA) is pleased to announce that Marni Cook, Interim Chair has been appointed 
as Chair. WCA are grateful for the experience and strategic expertise that Marni brings to the position and look forward 
to working with her as she drives our future direction with the support of fellow board members.  
  
At the forthcoming AGM, WCA will acknowledge the retirement of Jeffrey Wilkinson as the Honorary Company 
Secretary to WCA. Jeffrey has fulfilled this volunteer role for WCA for the last 10 years.  During this time, WCA 
became a truly national organisation with the amalgamation of the Wine Press Clubs from the states of NSW, Vic, 
SA and WA. As Company Secretary, Jeffrey set up the organisation’s corporate structure as a Public Company 
Limited by Guarantee, registered and regulated by ASIC.  
 
Marni Cook commented on this announcement, “In his role as Company Secretary, Jeffrey worked to craft the 
constitution, the by-laws, board procedures and was responsible for the annual statutory and WCA Board reporting 
to ASIC. On behalf of the membership, we wish to thank Jeffrey for his contribution to WCA and we look forward to 
his continued involvement as a member. We wish him the very best for his future endeavours.” 
 
Alex Gibbs, former Treasurer has accepted the dual position as Secretary and Co-Deputy Chair.  Alex has been a 
valued member of the WCA Board for 4 years.  
  
Lynda Schenk former Executive Officer has joined the WCA Board and accepted the role of Co-Deputy Chair, which 
will help to maintain the momentum built over the past 4 years with her personal focus on building the Wine Industry 
Mentor Program. 
  
Angus Barnes has accepted the position as Treasurer.  Angus, former Chair, has been on the WCA Board for almost 
8 years and continues to be a highly valued and experienced member.  
 
We are delighted that Prue Kline continues her role at WCA. The board are actively looking to fill the Executive Officer 
vacancy left by Lynda Schenk and hope to make an announcement early in 2021. 
 
WCA is excited about the future and, with these individuals at the helm, it can only mean great things for the industry.  
 
To view all WCA Board Member profiles click here: https://winecommunicators.com.au/about-us/governance-board/  
 
For further information or enquiries please contact: 

• Prue Kline, WCA Marketing Coordinator | 0417 746 126 | wca@winecommunicators.com.au 

 
ABOUT WCA 
Wine Communicators of Australia was established as a national not-for-profit company in December 2010 growing 
out of the well-respected Wine Press Clubs of NSW, Victoria and South Australia. It aims to be Australia's pre-eminent 
organisation connecting business professionals working with wine and currently has more than 600 members. WCA’s 
annual program includes networking events, webinars and its prestigious lunches in association with three major 
capital city wine shows – Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide. It also runs the annual Wine Communicator Awards and 
Legend of the Vine Awards. 


