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Emerging wine writer secures 2020 Wine Media Cadetship 

McLaren Vale winery brand manager Lachlan Aird has been named as this year’s Wine 

Communicators of Australia (WCA) Wine Media Cadet. 

In its fourth year, the successful cadet program is made possible through the partnership between 

Wine Communicators of Australia and Adelaide, a Great Wine Capital of the World.    

Supported by the Marshall Liberal Government, the WCA Wine Media Cadetship aims to empower 

young people who are passionate and keen to build careers in South Australia’s wine industry. 

Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development David Basham said the Wine Media 

Cadet program helps identify talent and develop key skills in wine communication.  

“Each year a cadet gains unique experiences and insights into South Australia’s wine industry as 

part of a tailored program,” said Minister Basham. 

“Mr Aird, from Alpha Box and Dice, will have the opportunity to attend key industry events to 

develop his writing skills, meet high profile wine industry contacts and be published on the Adelaide, 

Great Wine Capital blog.” 

Entering the wine industry in 2016 when he secured his current role, Mr Aird has a genuine passion 

for wine and an eagerness to share his own unique stories about the South Australian wine 

industry.  

"I'm very honoured to be selected as the 2020 Wine Media Cadet,” he said.  
 
“I look forward to learning from others in the industry, understanding their process and how I might 
be able to adapt it into my own.” 
 
With a background in journalism, fashion and lifestyle marketing, he said communication has been 
at the core of his career so far. 
 
“The transition to the wine industry has been surprisingly smooth, although I'm sure it's due to how 
integral wine is to the South Australian lifestyle. Nevertheless, I am incredibly grateful to those in the 
industry I have learnt from along the way – there will be plenty more learning to come. 
 
“Wine is such a valuable industry to South Australia. I think the more people with diverse skills and 

experiences we have working in the wine trade, the more enriched the industry will become. I am 

very excited to document this journey and share my discoveries with the industry." 

As part of the extensive program, Mr Aird will participate in quality industry experiences to gain skills 

in wine sensory evaluation, wine media writing, and engagement with wine industry bodies, 

including: 

- Royal Adelaide Wine Show steward; 

- Wine Marketing Course – Regional Tours, Ehrenberg Bass Institute; 
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- Profiling the 2021 Best of Wine Tourism Award 

winners;

- 2020 Best of Wine Tourism Awards (on-line)

- Great Wine Capitals AGM (on-line); and

- Interviews with a selection of SA’s wine journalists

The Wine Media Cadet’s content contribution will be featured on the Adelaide a Great Wine Capital 

website and Wine Communicators of Australia’s social media over the coming months. 

Wine Communicators of Australia Interim Chair, Marni Cook, said Mr Aird was chosen from the highest 

calibre of applicants received in the four years the wine media cadet program has been running.  

“Lachlan has both a clear passion for wine and a fresh approach to communication,” Ms Cook said. 

“Mr Aird is well placed to add learnings from his cadetship to his experience and knowledge of the wine 

sector – he has spent four years at the helm of the SA wine brand Alpha Box and Dice, achieved a 

Distinction Level 2 Wine & Spirit Education Trust, and spends much of his spare time tasting wines 

from across the South Australia.  

“We look forward with interest to watching his tenure as the 2020 Wine Media Cadet.” 

The sponsorship of the 2020 WCA Wine Media Cadet is made possible through by Adelaide, South 

Australia’s membership of the Great Wine Capitals Global Network, through Department of Primary 

Industries and Regions, the South Australian Tourism Commission, the South Australian Wine 

Industry Association, the University of Adelaide and the University of South Australia. 
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